To perform the operation, Senac proposed to p\ish the trocar into the space between the third and fourth ribs, entering the point of the instrument two fingers1 breadth from the sternum, and carrying it obliquely towards the origin of the ensiform cartilage, along the line of the ribs. Desault operated between the sixth and seventh ribs, opposite the apex of the heart; he conceived that he had entered the pericardium, but on dissection, it was found that he had penetrated an artificial sac, the product of inflammation. Laennec recommends us to trepan the sternum above the ensiform cartilage, but without accompanying his recommendation with any remark which might lead to the supposition that such a proposal had ever been made before. In no organ of the human body are we so often deceived in our diagnosis of disease as in the heart and its appendages. 
